ALLIED MILITARY TRAVEL PERMITS FOR GERMANY 1947-1951 (1968)
Theo J.F. Schalke
Adapted from the text of the award winning single frame exhibit (16 pages) of Joe Ross, Cal - Revenuers
Chapter of the American Revenue Society, with examples from my own collection. Additional information
from the Internet and help from other AMG collectors such as Dave J. Beeby, Terry Safford, Thomas J.
Richards, Eric Jackson.

The Allied Military Government for Occupied Territories (originally abbreviated AMGOT, later AMG) was
the form of military rule administered by Allied forces during and after World War Il within European
territories they occupied.

The first countries occupied by AMGOT were Italy and France in1943. Based on experiences of the
British in Libya, civil affairs officers naturally came under the control of local military commanders in
combat zones. But once an area had become non-operational it was administered quite separately from
the occupying forces. This was AMGOT unwittingly helped to revive the Mafia in Sicily, and later
extended to Italy. The AMGOT would have been implemented in France after its liberation if not for
General Charles de Gaulle establishing control of the country per the Provisional Government of the
French Republic in the name of the Free French Forces and the united French Resistance (FFI)
following the liberation of Paris by the French themselves instead of the Allies, in August 1944. The First
French Army refused to withdraw and frustrated AMGOT's establishment there. Roosevelt resolved the
situation by refusing the French any more military supplies until they withdrew, which they did on 10 June
1945. There were also some difficulties in Trieste, which Tito's forces had occupied, but this was also
solved eventually. Having a separate chain of command from the army made AMGOT unsatisfactory,
and it was not used in Germany or Austria. After Victory in Europe, at the Yalta Conference in February
1945, the new borders of both countries were decided.
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Map of the allied occupied areas of Germany in 1946, each zone it's own colour.
(Map by Johannes Siinnecke - The Allied Museum, Berlin, Deutschland)
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The Allied Control Council (ACC) for Germany oversaw the Allied Occupation Zones in Germany. The
ACC was established by agreement of June 5, 1945, with its seat in Berlin. Its members were Great
Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and the United States of America. Cooperation by the ACC broke
down as the Soviet representative withdrew on March 20, 1948. After the breakdown of the ACC, West
Germany (and West Berlin) was ruled by the Allied High Commission with membership from Britain,
France, and the United States, while East Germany (and East Berlin) was ruled by the Chairman of the
Soviet Control Commission, later the Soviet High Commissioner.

The Allied Commission for Austria was established by the Agreement on control machinery in Austria,
signed in the European Advisory Commission in London on July 4, 1945. It entered into force on July 24,
1945 on the day that the United States gave notification of approval, the last of the four powers to do so.
Austria was divided into 4 Zones: American, British, French and Soviet. Vienna, being the capital, was
similarly divided but at its centre was an International Zone, sovereignty of which alternated at regular
intervals between the 4 Powers. The commission had its seat in Vienna.

The control and cooperation between the commanders of these areas was arranged by these Allied
Control Commissions and they ran the civil administration. Later it came known as the Allied Military
Government (AMG)

Written permission was required, for security reasons, in allowing the crossing of frontiers to and from
Germany. The Headquarters of the Allied Forces, the Allied High Commission, instituted the usage of
Fiscal stamps to indicate prepayment on special Entry Permits into Germany and Austria. The British,
French and US military were still responsible of Border control in their respective Zone(s).

June 1943 The War Department placed an order for Allied military currency (AMC) with the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing. The first AMCs were used by Allied forces in Italy. Production on Allied military
postage stamps started July 1943. And July 1946 The Bureau of Engraving and Printing begins work on
Military Payment Certificates for use overseas by U.S. troops.

1947, February 15"

Decided in haste, the Allied Military Government, A.M.G., provided two obsolete AM POST issues of the
Washington printing postage stamps for overprinting, the 8 pfennig and the 12 pfennig. These stamps
were overprinted with six lines of black type: a bar through AM POST at the top of the stamp followed by
“Military Permit Office Fiscal Stamp” and the value, $ 1 or $ 2. The stamps were then send to the permit
offices in Amsterdam, Bern, Copenhagen, London, Oslo, Paris, Rome, Stockholm, The Hague, Brussels
and other European cities. They were first used on February 15", 1947.

Design Department of Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Washington
Printing Department of Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Washington (overprint: unknown)
Perforation: 11x11
Size: 19% X 222 cm
Bush  Y&T  Erler Description Colour
1 1 1 Military Permit Office Fiscal Stamp $ 1 overprint on 8 pfennig Orange
2 2 2 Military Permit Office Fiscal Stamp $ 2 overprint on 12 pfennig Violet
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Netherlands passport, Permit issued in Den Haag April Swiss passport, Permit issued in Bern, February 27th
10th 1947, a single trip to/from Denmark 1947, multiple entries in/out the French zone
Printing error: the “F” of “Fiscal” is missing. (unfortunate: all travel permit stamps are perforated...)
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1947, April
A second issue, printed by Thomas De La Rue, appeared at the end of April 1947. The design portraits a
Flaming Sword on a shield, a replica of the shoulder patch worn on soldiers uniforms adopted by
SHAEF, Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Forces. They were printed in sheets of 60.

Design Department of Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Washington

Printing Thomas De La Rue, London

Perforation: 11% x 11%

Size: 25Y%2 X 35% cm

Bush  Y&T  Erler Description Colour
3 3 3 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, $ 1 Carmine
4 4 4 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, $ 2 Blue

Shown below (less than 50% of original size) is a collective transit visa for 16 persons dated August 3, 1948, a group
hosted by Adventure Trails for direct transit by rail of the British zone from Paris to Denmark. Only one day allowed

each way. Several of the travellers were from California (Collection Joe Ross)
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English Passport, Permit issued in London, February 4™ Netherlands Passport, Permit issued in The Hague,
1948, for single trip from London to Vienna April 28" 1946, for round trip to Bad Salsuflen

Netherlands passport, Permit issued in Den Haag, July Belgian passport, Permit issued in Brussel, May 18th
19th 1949, for single trip to/from Denmark 1948, single round trip to Hannover
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1948, April

This 1948 stamp issue is a smaller format than the 1947 issue. It was printed in Baden-Baden, Germany,
in sheets of 100. Additional values were needed for other types of charges such as Group Travel
Permits. I've not seen any actual used sample on a travel document of either Group Travel Permit value.

A most unusual tax stamp that has no face value. There were various officials/diplomats/military officers
that were exempted from the Travel Permit Fee. Though there was no fee, the stamp was required for
control purposes and therefore the need for a "Gratis Stamp". This type stayed in use for travel in and
out Berlin till the end of the 1960's.

Design Department of Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Washington
Printing Baden-Baden, Germany

Perforation: 14x 14

Size: 18Y2 X 222 cm

No Sample

$50

Bush  Y&T  Erler Description Colour

Ro

5 6 6 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, $ 1 Red

6 7 7 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, $ 2 Violet

7 5 5 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, GratiS Prussian blue
8 8 8 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, $ 4 Orange

? 9 9 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, $ 10 Dark Green
? 10 10 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, $ 20 Orange

? 11 11 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, $ 50 Prussian blue
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Allied-Force Permit issued by the Allied High Commission Permit Office in New York, May 25th 1950 for a single round

trip.
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Netherlands passport, Permit issued May 31st 1950 in Argentina Passport, Permit issued July 19" 1951 in
The Hague for a single round trip to Denmark Buenos Aires for multiple trips to Germany

First issue of the Travel Document for German National issued by the Military Government for Germany, with a
Permit issued July 30™ 1949 in Bern for a single round trip to the French zone.
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French Passport, Permit issued in Vienna August 24" Turkish passport, Permit issued June 29th 1950 by the
1950, for several return journeys of 2 days each. French embassy in Istanbul

1948, December

On May 23, 1949 the German Federal Republic (Bundesrepublik Deutschland , BRD) was established.
The three military zones of occupation (British, French & US) were transformed into West Germany.
Along with the new government came the Deutschmark currency reform.

At this time the travel permit system was extended to include exit permits for people travelling out of the
occupied zones. A DM series of three values was intended for this use. In September 1948, in
preparation of these DM values, two older dollar values were overprinted in DM.

Design Department of Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Washington

Printing Baden-Baden, Germany? Overprint?

Perforation: 14x 14

Size: 18% X 22%2 cm

Bush  Y&T  Erler Description Colour
? 12 13 DM 5 overprint on $1 (5) Red
? 13 14 DM 10 overprint on $2 (6) Violet
15 14 15 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, DM 5 Violet
16 15 16 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, DM 10 Green
17 16 17 SHAEF emblem, Flaming sword on shield, DM 15 Carmine
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Second version Temporary Travel Document for German Nationals, with a Permit issued December 13" 1949 in
Tubingen allowing a single round trip to Switserland.
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Temporary Travel Document for German Nationals, with  Temporary Travel Document for German Nationals, with
Permit issued March 11th 1955 in Saarbriicken allowing ~ Permit issued November 16 1950 in Hamburg allowing
free travel outside the zone. free travel outside the zone.
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1950, December

In 1950 the Travel Permit system was to extended to include Exit Permits. In order to meet this
requirement, the $1 was surcharged with three lines in black, "Eine Deutsche Mark". There was also an
overprint with “Fifty U.S. Cents”. It's unclear what use this value had.

| have not seen any actual used sample on a travel permit of either value.

Design Department of Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Washington

Printing Baden-Baden, Germany? Overprint?

Perforation: 14x 14

Size: 18% X 222 cm
? 17 12 Fifty U.S. Cents overprint on $1 (5) Red
18 18 18 Eine Deutsche Mark overprint on $1 (5) Red

1951, Januari

In January 1951 all the remaining stocks were converted into Deutschmarks (DM) by surcharging earlier
issues with new values corresponding to their usage, 2DM/$1 red, 4DM/$1 red, 6DM/$1 red, 8DM/$2
lilac-gray.

In the 1990’s bundles of these overprinted travel permit revenues sheets were found in the printers
archives. They were bough by an American stampdealer, whao's offering these sheets in short supply
advertised as very rare items. These are the values: Eine Deutsche Mark overprint on $ 1, GratiS, 2 DM
overprint on $ 1, 4 DM overprinton $ 1 and 6 DM overprint on $ 1. And a bunch singles of the DM 8
overprint on $2.

Design Department of Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Washington
Printing Baden-Baden, Germany? Overprint?
Perforation: 14x14
Size: 18% X 222 cm
Bush  Y&T  Erler Description Colour
19 19 19 DM 2 overprint on $1 (5) Red
20 20 20 DM 4 overprint on $1 (5) Red
? ? ? DM 4 overprint (Austria) on DM 5 (14) Violet
21 21 21 DM 4 overprint (Austria) on DM 10 (15) Dark Green
22 22 22 DM 6 overprint on $1 (5) Red
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Austria passport, with Permit issued November 6th 1951  Austria passport, with Permit issued May 29th 1953 in
in Vienna, for a single round trip to Germany Vienna, for a single round trip to Germany (eBay image)
- e - - | - B - 1

Austria passport, with Permit issued July 4™ 1952 in Austria passport, with Permit issued May 6™ 1953 in
Vienna, for a single round trip to Germany Salzburg, for a single round trip to Germany
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AN Un1045 Cedruckt um B0, 0, 1948

Full sheet of DM 4 overprint on $1 (5), 2™ printing of September 30" 1948.

1951, February
In February 1951 the Military Permit rate for a single visit was increased to 8 DM with $2 gray-blue

surcharged 8 DM. This rate allowed an individual to take a single round trip into the Federal Republic of
Germany (BRD) within a four month period. The rate for multiple round trips in the same period was
increased to 16 DM (the $4 orange surcharged with 16 DM). The Group Travel Permit revenues in dollar
values were also overprinted with the DM rates.
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No sample No sample
DM 40 on $10 DM 200 on $50
Design Department of Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Washington
Printing Baden-Baden, Germany? Overprint?
Perforation: 14x 14
Size: 18% X 222 cm
Bush Y&T  Erler Description Colour
23 23 23 DM 8 overprint on $2 (6) Grey Lilac
24 24 24 DM 16 overprint on $4 (8) Orange
25 25 25 DM 40 overprint on $10 (9) Green
26 26 26 DM 80 overprint on $20 (10) Orange
27 27 27 DM 200 overprint on $50 (11) Prussian blue
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USA Passport, Permit issued July 231951 in Salzburg, Belgian Passport, Permit issued April 1951 in Bruxelles,
for a single round trip to Germany for multiple round trips to Germany
1950, May

In 1950 the Permit Office in The Hague (Den Haag) decided to use pre-printed cancel -den haag" to
show fee was paid. It's the only office known to use pre-printed cancels.
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Design Department of Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Washington

Printing Baden-Baden, Germany? Overprint in The Hague?

Perforation: 14x 14

Size: 18% X 22% cm

Bush Y&T  Erler Description Colour
? ? Den Haag overprint on $1 (5) Red
? ? Den Haag overprint on $2 (6) Grey Lilac
? ? Den Haag overprint on $4 (8) Orange
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Netherlands passport, with a Permit issued October Netherlands passport, with a Permit issued July 21st
26th 1950 in Den Haag, for single transit through the 1950 in Den Haag, for single trip to Austria (coll.
German zone (coll. Hanspaul Hager) Thomas J. Richards)

In June 1951 Military Travel Permits were no longer required. The FRG was allowed to reconstitute their
military, the Border Police, Grenzschutz, and resume responsibility for their own borders.

After 1951 the Allied Military Government still required Military Travel Permits for entry/exit into Berlin.
The GratiS stamp was used to indicate authorization continuing after the Berlin Wall was built in 1961.
This wall, built by East Germany, separated Berlin into two parts, one comprised of the French, United
Kingdom, and United States, the other being the Soviet sector. Travel into all sectors of Berlin was
resumed in October 1989. The wall torn down in November 1989 and Germany reunified in October of
1990.
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Temporary Travel Document for German Nationals, with Permit issued June 11th 1956 in Berlin and extended
August 4" 1959 through February 4™ 1968 allowing free travel outside the zone. For instance to England through the
Netherlands. BTW: Passports of this type can hold the most strange combinations of the travel permit stamps.
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Catalogues used:

[Bush] Bush-Cass, AMG Revenue Stamps of the Allied Military Government in Europe, 1956, pag R3-R4
[Y&T] Yvert & Tellier. Les Timbres Fiscaux et Socio-Postaux, 2004, p. 104-105
[Erler] Erler, Martin & John Norton, Catalogue of the Adhesive Revenues of Germany, Part VIIl, German

Occup. Issues 1914-19, 1938-45, Allied Occup. Issues 1947-51, 1983, pag 124-127

About me

I live in The Netherlands and I'm a collector of Netherlands revenues. Part of this collection are the Netherlands
consular revenues and passports. One of the 1945’s passports was loaded with Allied Military Travel permits. And
that go me started... Browsed the Internet, contacted many other collectors through auction sites like eBay and
Delcampe, exchanged information and images, and got lucky here and there.

I was asked if | was interested in joining the USA AMG Collectors' Club and would like to participate. | believe that
sharing information is part of the fun of collecting. So: the previous pages give a little insight in my area of interest of
AMG Travel Permit revenues stamps. There is much more information to be found on the Internet, libraries and
books written on the AMG history and these revenues and their use. | have many more examples available of travel
documents and these travel permits, enough to fill another 15 pages. If you think there are essential parts missing in
the text or you know more about the described revenues (or you can fill the blank images): please let me know.

For instance: I'm looking for examples of the Group Travel Permits. You may always contact me.

Theo J.F. Schalke
th.j.f.schalke@inter.nl.net
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